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BENNETT, [enoch] arnold (1867-
1931), an English novelist who excelled in
depicting the commonplace experiences of
everday life. His characters are the ordi-
nary people one sees every day, but he had
the gift of describing those characters and
their routine existence in an absorbingly in-
teresting manner. In vivid realism and in-
sight into human nature he has no superior
among contemporary novelists. Bennett was
born at Hanley-in-the-Potteries, one of five
towns that have furnished local color for
some of his best novels. He was educated at
the University of London, and after 1900
devoted himself entirely to literature.
This author was an industrious worker. Of
his numerous novels, the finest are The Old
Wives' Tale and Clayhanger, both tales of
the Five Towns. The latter is one of a
trilogy, the other two being Hilda Lessways
and These Twain. To the Five Towns series
belong also The Matador of the Five Towns
and Anna of the Five Towns. Helen with
the High Hand is one of his funniest stones,
and Buried Alive one of the most entertain-
ing. The latter has been dramatized as The
Great Adventure. Other works include
Books and Persons (1917), The Pretty Lady
(1918), The Boll Call (1919), Jour United
States (1918), Our Women (1920), Things
That Have Interested Me (1921), Mr. Pro-
hack (1922), Eiceyman Steps (1923), and
several successful plays.
BENNETT, james gordon (1795-1872)
was the founder and editor of the New York
Herald. He was born in Scotland and was
educated for the Catholic priesthood in a
seminary at Aberdeen but the reading of
Franklin's Autobiography led him to emi-
grate to America in the spring of 1819.
After a short stay in Halifax, he went to
Boston, then to New York. From employ-
ment in a printing office he went to news-
paper work, even attempting to start a paper
of his own but without success. At length
some letters 'he wrote for a New York paper
from Washington attracted attention, and in
1835 he issued a small one-cent paper, called
the New York Herald. The paper became
a great commercial success. Bennett was the
first to employ European and financial cor-
respondents, and he also was the first to in-
troduce systematic sale by newsboys. Ben-
nett continued to edit the Herald till his
death. The successful mission of Stanley
to Central Africa in search of Doctor Liv-
 ingstone was undertaken by his desire,
though carried out under his son's direction.
BENNETT, james gordon", jr. (1841-
1918), carried on the work of his father, but
as he preferred to live in Paris, he directed
the affairs of the paper by cable. He died in
the French capital during a critical period
of the World War, and was buried there.
The younger Bennett was a man of varied
interests. He served in the navy during the
Civil War, and was an enthusiast on nautical
affairs. He introduced polo into the United
States, and was widely known in yachting
and coaching circles. His interest in Arctic
exploration led him, in 1882, to finance the
expedition of the Jeannette, Bennett was
one of the founders of the Commercial Cable
Company.
BENNETT, richard bedford (1870- ),
a Canadian statesman, was born in Hope-
well, New Brunswick, July 3, 1870. From
the public and high schools of New Brunswick
(he attended Dalhousie University, Halifax,
N. S., and was admitted to the bar in New
Brunswick in 1893. He practiced law at
Chatham until 1897, when he removed to Cal-
gary, Alberta.
From 1898 to 1905, he was a member of
the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest
Territories; from 1909 to 1911, in the Legis-
lative Assembly of Alberta. Jin 1911 he en-
tered the House of Commons as member for
Calgary, where he developed high qualities
of leadership. In the Meighen Cabinet of
1921 he was Attorney General and Minister
of Justice. For the next few years he was
the leader of the opposition to the Liberal
government. In 1930, following a general
election, Mr, Bennett, as leader of the Con-
servative party, became Prime Minister, suc-
ceeding William L. MacKen^ie King,
BEN NEVIS, is the highest mountain of
Great Britain, situated in Scotland, on Loch
Eil, at the southern entrance of the Caledo-
nian Canal. Its altitude is 4,406 feet, and in
clear weather one can look from the summit
nearly across the north of Scotland from
sea to sea. The Scottish meteorological socie-
ty lias an observatory on the mountain,
BENNINCrTON, Vo?v county seat of Ben~
nington County. A battle monument 301
feet high commemorates the Battle of Ben-
nington, a famous [Revolutionary engage-
ment. The town manufactures knit under-
wear, woolen goods, needles, collars and cuffs.
A Federal building was erected in 1914 a£ a

